
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



43 

A STATESMAN'S LETTERS OF THE CIVIL WAR 

PERIOD. 

CONTBIBUTED BY DUANE MOWBY. 

Senators Lyman Trumbull of Illinois and James R. 
Doolittle of Wisconsin were warm personal friends and 
admirers. The letters of the former, which follow, to the 
latter clearly indicate that. Not only were they intimate 
friends, they were also loyal co-workers during the period 
covered by the Civil War. It is to be regretted that the 
companion letters from Judge Doolittle could not be repro- 
duced with these interesting and valuable letters from 
Judge Trumbull. But the fact remains that Judge Doolittle 
rarely kept copies of his correspondence to friends. 
And so the other side of the picture will likely never be 
seen, if, indeed, there is another side to the picture. 

These letters were discovered among the private papers 
and correspondence of Judge Doolittle, in the writer's 
possession. They have never been published. They dis- 
close some interesting phases of the Civil War period by 
one who was close to the real situation and the actual 
scenes of activity. The loyalty of Judge Trumbull was 
never questioned. But these letters assist to make more 
secure the undoubted patriotism of the great war Senator 
from Illinois. They do more. They indicate, in a confi- 
dential way, his estimate of men of the hour during the 
early stages of the war. These may have been formed from 
isolated facts or circumstances. And they may have been 
hastily and unfairly made. We can never know. But they 
are submitted for what they may be worth, with no attempt 
to expunge any part of them. 

The letter of condolence to Judge Doolittle, on the death 
of a son who had contracted a disease while in the army, 
shows a nobility of character altogether too rare. Here, 
indeed, was a man who could mourn with his friend and 
compatriot. 

The historical value of much contained in these letters 
is quite apparent. 
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Washington, July 26, '58. 

Dear Judge— I was gratified to receive your letter & know 
of your arrival home in better health. We expect to leave 
here the last of this week & to be in Chicago some time 
next week. Should be glad to meet you there. Presume 
we will stop for a few days at the Tremont. Douglas, as 
you see, is stirring up quite an excitement, & my friends 
are urgent for me to come home & enter the canvass. 
Suppose I must do so, for it will never do to let him be 
re-elected, if we can help it. It seems to me he has com- 
menced firing cannon & crackers rather early & that 
the sound will cease to attract attention before November. 

We occasionally hear from Mrs. Clark, & she never 
fails to speak kindly of you. I wish the world were full 
of such true-hearted women as she. 

We expect to lock up our house, leaving the furniture, 
etc., to take care of itself till we return, except what little 
silverware we have remaining, which we will try to put in 
some secure place. Mrs. T. joins me in kind regards to 
yourself, Mrs. Doolittle & family. 

Yours sincerely, 

Lyman Trumbull. 

Springfieu), Apr 27, 1861. 

Dear Judge— Tours with its enclosure came duly to 
hand. I highly approve of your remarks. In this part of 
HI. there is but one sentiment, which is for sustaining 
the government. In south HI. there was considerable 
opposition at first, but it has pretty much died out, & the 
State may be set down as a unit. The Legislature does 
not act promptly, as it ought, & some of the members, if 
there was a chance to make their opposition effective, would 
behave badly. 

The Governor is greatly embarrassed by the number of 
volunteers. Three regiments too many have already 
assembled & thirteen regiments are pressing to get into 
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service. Two thousand troops will be at Cairo, when a 
detachment sent from here last night arrives. I have been 
here assisting Governor Yates in organizing the troops 
since coming from Washington. What the plans of the 
government are I am not advised ; but for myself, now the 
fray has opened, I do not want it settled till it can be 
done in a way that will prevent a recurrence of another 
such treasonable scheme. I am now for aggressive meas- 
ures. Instead of assembling an army simply to defend 
Washington, I would muster another to march on Rich- 
mond. Baltimore ought at once to be taken & held by 
the government. This is a necessity. Washington cannot 
be held with Baltimlore in the hands of the enemy. But 
enough of this. One of our Begiments is posted at Alton. 
Miss Hattie came out with us & is now on a visit to my 
Brother at Belleville. All well. Mrs. T. joins me in kind 
regards to yourself & Mrs. Doolittle. 

Truly Yours, 

Lyman Trumbuhl. 
One of Mrs. T.'s Brothers has volunteered. 

Springfield, May 10, 1861. 
Dear Judge— I have never believed, nor do I now, that 
Cairo will be attacked; still the Governor is omitting no 
preparation to be ready in case the attempt should be made. 
There are now stationed in Cairo, under Colonel (now 
Gen. Prentiss, he having been elected Brig. Gen. 
of the HI. six Begiments) about twenty-seven hundred 
men, with fifteen pieces of artillery, six-pounders, & one 
twelve-pound Howitzer went from here for Cairo this 
morning. A Battery of heavy Guns was ordered from 
Washington to Cairo some days ago, but we have no cer- 
tain information of their arrival as yet. There is one 
Begiment, under Col. Nollan, stationed at Villa Bidge, 
twelve miles up the Bailroad from Cairo ; one Begiment at 
Alton; & one Begiment left here this morning for Casey- 
ville, which is ten miles from St. Louis, on the St. Louis 
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& Vincennes Bailroad. All these Eegiments could, if 
necessary, be taken to Cairo in a few hours. But Gen. 
Prentiss, in reply to a dispatch from Gov. Morton of 
la., tendering two la. Eegiments for the defense of 
Cairo, stated that he had infantry enough, but wanted some 
cavalry & some large Guns. The men in Cairo can 
defend it against ten thousand men approaching across 
the rivers, which are there a mile wide; & to land above 
or below on either river would involve a march of some 
distance through Kentucky or Missouri, & would subject 
the enemy to attack from behind when they undertook to 
march down on Cairo. We could throw a force of ten 
thousand men upon the rear of the rebels, should they 
make this attempt, before they could reach Cairo, which 
would only be accessible along the banks of the river or 
by railroad, the water at this time being from five to ten 
feet deep a few miles back of Cairo, nearly the whole dis- 
tance one river to the other. So you see, Cairo is 
pretty safe against anything but an attack from large 
Guns, which could throw shell into the place & still be 
beyond the reach of any of the cannon we now have at 
Cairo; but this contingency will soon be provided against, 
if it has not been already. The Governor has been tele- 
graphing, writing & sending messengers to Gen. Wool 
& the War Department for the last ten days to hurry up 
the big Guns. 

I was in St. Louis Tuesday. Our friends there feel very 
secure, & there will, I think, be no outbreak at that place 
unless the Legislature of Mo., now in session, should de- 
termine to secede. In that event there would be trouble 
& serious trouble at St. Louis. The Union men there 
now have about eight thousand men around who would 
fight. Four or five thousand of these men are now in the 
XJ. S. service at the arsenal and at Barracks, ten miles be- 
low; the balance are styled the home guard, who have 
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been sworn & are furnished with arms, but are not in 
camp. I write in great haste, with men talking all around 
me. Truly Tours, 

Lyman Trumbull. 

Alton, May 16, 1861. 

Dear Judge— Your suggestions in regard to the occu- 
pation of Bird's Point are valuable, & I hope before 
this have been acted on. It is reported here, & I hope 
truly, that a Eegiment left St. Louis arsenal Monday night 
& went down the river. Gov. Koerner went to St. Louis 
this morning & will urge the matter on Gen. Harney, if 
it has not already been attended to. I have had 
little apprehension for the safety of Cairo, as you will have 
perceived before this from my former letters; but the 
occupation of Bird's Point, as you suggest, would place 
the thing beyond question. Bird's Point is not, I imagine 
as high ground as you suppose; though above Cairo in its 
natural state, it is not, I understand, as high as the servy 
(?) (levee?) which surrounds Cairo. I was quite surprised 
to learn last evening that no heavy guns had yet been rec'd 
at Cairo. The largest there is a twelve-pound Howitzer. 
They have plenty of six-pounders. 

I was in St. Louis Monday last & saw Gen. Harney, 
Col. F. P. Blair, Jr., Capt. Lyon & others & urged upon 
them all to follow up the blow struck by the capture of 
Camp Jackson with other decisive measures. Harney was 
not quite up to the mark on his first arrival, but I think 
has come to it now. Did you see his excellent letter to the 
people of Mo.? What a bold stroke the capture of Gen. 
Frost & his men was. Will the Government at Washington 
be equally prompt? If so, we will soon make an end of 
Eebellion. I think Missouri is so crippled that the seces- 
sionists will not be able to get her out of the Union. Gen. 
Jackson is the worst sort of a traitor, but I do not believe 
he has the arms & the means to do very great harm. Miss 
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Hattie left here for Burlington yesterday morning, on a 
visit to Gen. Grime's family, & Mrs. T. yesterday went up 
to Springfield. Kind regards to Mrs. Doolittle & all the 
family. 

Very truly yours, 

Lyman Trumbull. 

Lakeside, Conn., Aug. 31, 1861. 
Dear Judge— Since the adjournment I have been here 
among the hills with my family. We are now all pretty 
well, though Walter had the chills at Kingston, New York, 
before coming here, & the baby was at one time a good 
deal troubled with the summer complaint. What a sad 
condition the country is in? Worse & worse. The death 
of Lyon & surrender of more than half Missouri to the 
rebels is dreadful. The war has now been raging for four 
months & we are still acting on the defensive. I fear 
the men at the head of affairs do not realize our condition 
& are not equal to the occasion. The war must be con- 
ducted on different principles or it will never end, except 
in a dismemberment of the Union & the humiliation of 
the North. A reward is now offered for treason in all the 
border States where the rebels have any strength. A Union 
man in Tennessee is deprived of his property & driven 
into exile, the Confederate army or hung, while a secession- 
ist takes no risk. If the rebels prevail he, of course, 
safe; & if the Union forces triumph, he will not be 
molested in his person or property. A man in Tennessee 
has everything to lose & nothing to gain by adhering to 
the Union. It is the old game of " heads I win, tails you 
lose." We must mete out to secessionists the same measure 
they deal out to Union men. Then it would be as hazardous 
for a man to be against as for the Union, & then we will 
have friends in the South. All such orders as the one pro- 
hibiting railroads from transporting negroes, unless they 
showed themselves entitled to freedom, should be abolished. 
It should be no part of the business of the army to watch 
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runaway negroes. The truth is, Judge, there is a lack of 
affirmative, positive action & business talent in the 
Cabinet. Lincoln, though a most excellent & honest man, 
lacks these qualities. My hopes, & I think those of the 
country, are for the present very much placed on Gen's. 
McClellan & Fremont. Fremont has done more in organ- 
izing & getting together an efficient army in four weeks 
than had previously been done in four months, & this, 
too, without means. He has had to assume responsibility, 
act without orders, & even borrow money to get along. 
Cameron ought to be turned out forthwith for incompe- 
tency, to say nothing of the reasons (?) of jobbing, etc. If 
Holt were substituted for Cameron, it would be wortfy 
millions of money & be equal to the gaining of a battle 
to the Government. Our bonds would be worth five per 
cent more in market the moment the change was made. Is 
it not too bad, that with all the men & money they want, 
& backed up by twenty million of people, the administra- 
tion cannot put into the field as many men as the Confed- 
erates without money & with only five million of people 
to back them. I expect to be in Chicago in about ten days, 
leaving my family here. Truly Yours, 

Lyman TrumbtjIiL. 

Springfield, Sept. 13, 1862. 
My Dear Sir— While in Chicago last week I incidentally 
learned of the decease of your son, Henry, & on my 
return here find that Mrs. Trumbull has rec'd a paper 
giving an account of his death. Knowing of the fond 
attachment of yourself & Mrs. Doolittle to your children, 
and having buried two of our own, Mrs. T. & I can ap- 
preciate how deeply afflicting the loss of this promising 
young nuan must be to you. I remember well my last con- 
versation with him. It occurred at Washington, in relation 
to the confiscation of rebel property. He asked me several 
questions on the subject in a spirit of honest enquiry, as if 
to satisfy himself what the right of the matter was, though 
he did not indicate what his own opinions were. 
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I will not attempt to offer consolation to one who knows 
where to seek it, better than I, & only wish to assure 
you & Mrs. D. of the heartfelt sympathy of myself and 
wife with you in this sad bereavement. 

Yours Very Truly, 

Lyman Trumbull. 



